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EVST 5 9 4 .0 2 G r a d u a t e S e m i n a r : T h e P o l it ic s
Tuesday and Thursday 2:10-3:20
Fine Arts, Room 211
Fall 2013

of

Food

Neva Hassanein
101A Rankin Hall
Email: neva.hassanein@umontana.edu
Phone: 243-6271
Office hours: If I can be of assistance, please come see me during my office hours by signing up for a
meeting time on the sheet posted across from my office door in Rankin. My office hours are: Mon.,
10:40-12:00; & Thurs., 10:40-12:00. If these are impossible for you, please contact me to make an
appointment.
There is, then, a politics of food that, like any politics, involves our freedom.
We still (sometimes) remember that we cannot be free if our minds and
voices are controlled by someone else. But we have neglected to understand
that we cannot be free if our food and its sources are controlled by someone
else. The condition of the passive consumer of food is not a democratic
condition. One reason to eat responsibly is to live free.
~ Wendell Berry in “The Pleasures of Eating”
Overview of the Course
The contemporary food and agricultural system is contested terrain, and a wide variety of actors are now
engaged in the politics of food. In this case, “politics” broadly refers to the ways that various actors with
different beliefs, principles, or interests try to advance or defend their positions in the very complex
sphere of food and agricultural systems. That is, these actors - governmental entities, businesses,
institutions, and organizations - create and try to influence food policy. Thus, the purpose of this
graduate seminar is to study and analyze some of recent debates regarding the agrifood system and the
politics surrounding those debates.
Through a selection of interdisciplinary scholarship often referred to as “agrifood studies” and through
critical reflection and discussion on the readings, I aim to provide you with a solid grounding that will
enable you to pursue academic and civic work on these issues in the future. In addition, the course gives
you a chance to learn more about a topic related to the politics of food that interests you. In-class
presentations at the end of the term will help you to improve your public speaking skills.
Accessing the Readings
The required readings are listed on the attached schedule, and will be posted on our Moodle site for this
course. The syllabus is also posted at the top of the Moodle site so you can go there to access any
hyperlinks easily if you want.
Requirements and Opportunities
Class participation: The course is organized as a seminar, which means it is discussion focused
(although I will lecture some, especially at the start). Its quality greatly depends upon the active
participation and contributions of all members. This is a graduate level seminar: therefore, you must be
prepared to read, think, and take responsibility for your learning. In addition, all of us have a
responsibility to use this opportunity to learn from the experiences, insights, and values of others in the
course.
My aim is to create a learning community in which we will grapple seriously and critically with the issues
presented by the readings. There is no one way to make this happen, but a few things will help us along:
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•
•

•
•

Recognizing that we are all learners (there are no experts). We are just in different “places,” we bring
different backgrounds, and we are going to be learning different things along the way.
Learning requires an investment of time and effort. It is essential that we each put in the intellectual
labor, if you will, before each of our class sessions. This means carefully reading all materials prior
to each class session. Take notes on what you read and jot down questions you have about the work.
Learning also requires a willingness to question assumptions - including our own - and an interest in
exploring different and multiple perspectives on a given topic.
Attending class consistently is essential to your learning and your contribution to others’ learning.

Discussant papers: To facilitate our discussions, each participant in the seminar will prepare one
discussant paper over the course of the semester. Each paper will address the readings for a specified
class period, and should be about 500 words in length. Based on your analysis of the assigned readings,
your paper should identify several concrete issues, topics and/or questions that could be taken up in class
discussion. It should not be necessary to summarize the readings.
You will email your discussant paper to all of the other members of the class and to me in advance so that
we can read and reflect on the issues you raise. Discussant papers for Tuesday classes will be due the
previous Sunday at 7 pm and for Thursday classes will be due the previous Tuesday at 7 pm. Plan
accordingly!! Logistics will be discussed in class. I will ask you to sign up for these opportunities for
sharing and helping to shape our group discussion.
Analytic Essays/Assignments: Two essay assignments will ask you to think critically about what you
read, to synthesize the material covered, and perhaps do some extra research. I will distribute the
question(s) that I want you to cover near the start of each section. More specific guidance on these papers
will be distributed at that time. Typically, these papers should be five to seven pages, typed, and double
spaced with normal margins and fonts. I expect these papers to be well organized, grammatically correct,
and completely referenced.
Term Papers: The term projects provide an opportunity for you to delve more deeply into a topic related
to food policy and politics that interests you. In 15-20 pages, cover any topic that is of interest to you, as
long as it is sufficiently focused so that you can go into some depth. Perhaps you will want to explore
and evaluate a particular social change strategy and learn about an organization pursing it. Maybe you
want to learn more about a particular environmental or social problem in agriculture (e.g., pesticide
contamination of water; soil erosion). Perhaps you will want to learn about a particular crop grown in
Montana (e.g., Flathead cherries) and explore its production and marketing. Maybe you want to learn
about an alternative farming technique, such as management intensive rotational grazing. Or you could
look at a program within the Farm Bill and explore its prospects within the current Farm Bill debate.
Perhaps you will want to conduct a commodity chain analysis and compare/contrast two versions of the
same foodstuff (e.g., local pasture-raised broiler chickens compared with Tyson-brand broilers); I can
provide you with more specifics on how to do a commodity chain analysis.
It’s up to you, but I strongly encourage you to focus as much as possible.
Paper Proposals: In an informal proposal due on Sept. 17, please tell me which topic you have chosen,
why it is of interest to you, what key resources you have already identified, and any questions you may
have of me regarding leads and so on.
Guest speakers and field trips: Guest speakers will be added as appropriate. I would like to organize
one or two field trips depending on your level of interest. Also, see below for information on AERO
Annual Meeting, Oct. 25-27. Let’s go!
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Advising: If I can be of assistance, please come see me during my office hours. I have a sign-up sheet
on the bulletin board across from my office door. If my office hours are impossible for you, contact me
about setting up an appointment.
Grading: Please note the following grading procedures, and mark the due dates on your calendar so you
can plan accordingly. I will use the plus/minus grading system (A, A-, B+, B, B-, and so on).

Assignment:
Participation (includes discussant papers)

Due:
Throughout

Possible Points:
50

Two analytic essays (up to 50 points each)

Oct. 1, Nov. 15

100

Research Project Presentation

TBD

50

Term Papers

Dec. 10

100

Total possible points

300
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COURSE MENU
(Subject to change at the whim of the chef and diners)
1. Tues., Aug. 27 - What’s on Our Plate? What are the Politics of Food?
PART ONE: AGRICUUTURAU INDUSTRIAUIZATION
2. Thurs., Aug. 29 - Agrarianism and Industrialism
Lyson, Thomas. 2004. “From subsistence to production.” Pp. 8-29 in Civic Agriculture: Reconnecting
Farm, Food, and Community. Medford, MA: Tufts University Press.
Berry, Wendell. 2001. “The whole horse.” Pp. 63-79 in The New Agrarianism: Land, Culture, and the
Community o f Life, edited by Eric T. Freyfogle. Washington: Island Press.
Blank, Steven C. 1999. “The end of the American farm?” The Futurist April: 22-27.
3. Tues., Sept. 3 - Agricultural Development: Structure and Markets. Stephanie Uaporte Potts,
brief presentation on Grow Montana and its research needs.
Lyson, Thomas. 2004. “Going global.” Pp. 30-47 in Civic Agriculture: Reconnecting Farm, Food, and
Community. Medford, MA: Tufts University Press.
Carolan, Michael. 2012. “Understanding the food system: Past, present and future.” Pp. 40-65 in The
Sociology o f Food and Agriculture. London: Routledge.
Supplemental:
Hendrickson, Mary and Mara Miele. 2009. “Changes in agriculture and food production in NAE since
1945.” Chapter 2.1, Pp. 20-29 in Agriculture at a Crossroads: North America and Europe (NAE)
Report. International Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge, Science, and Technology for Development
(IAASTD).
4. Thurs., Sept. 5 - Real Costs. In class: I will explain assignment for next Tuesday on the Farm Bill.
Carolan, Michael. 2012. “Food, agriculture, and the environment.” Pp. 223-245 in The Sociology o f
Food and Agriculture. London: Routledge.
Hanson, Bob. 2010. “Give modem ag credit for full bellies, good stewardship.” Great Falls Tribune
Feb. 10. Opinion-Editorial page.
Foley, Jonathan A. 2011. “Can we feed the world and sustain the planet?” Scientific American
November: 60-65.
Supplemental:
Manning, Richard. 2004. “The oil we eat: Following the food chain back to Iraq.” Harpers Magazine.
5. Tues., Sept. 10 - The Farm Bill.
Note: In addition to this reading, I will also ask each person to do a bit of research to leam about
particular parts of the Farm Bill currently being debated. Stay tuned.
McGranahan, Devan A., Paul W. Brown, Lisa A. Schulte, and John C. Tyndall. 2013. “A historical
primer on the US farm bill: Supply management and conservation. ” Journal o f Soil and Water
Conservation 68(3): 67A-73A.
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6. Thurs., Sept. 12 - Food Injustice. Enjoy the Feastival on the oval for dinner - celebrate 10
years of UM Farm to College.
Estabrook, Barry. 2009. "Politics of the plate: The price of tomatoes.” Retrieved Aut. 25, 2013 at:
http://www.gourmet.eom/magazine/2000s/2009/03/politics-of-the-plate-the-price-oftomatoes?printable=true
Clarren, Rebecca. 2008. "Pesticide drift: Immigrants in California's Central Valley are sick of breathing
poisoned air.” Orion July/August: 56-63.
LaDuke, Winona. 2007. "Ricekeepers: A struggle to protect biodiversity and a Native American way of
life.” Orion Magazine. July/August. Goto:
http://www.orionmagazine.org/index.php/articles/article/305/
7. Tues., Sept. 17 - The Politics of Genetic Engineering and Organics. TERM PAPER
PROPOSALS DUE.
Hubbard, Kristina and Neva Hassanein. 2012. "Confronting coexistence in the United States: Organic
agriculture, genetic engineering, and the case of Roundup-Ready alfalfa.” Agriculture and Human Values
30(3): 325-335.
Supplemental:
Jorge Femandez-Cornejo and Margriet Caswell. 2006. The First Decade o f Genetically Engineered
Crops in the United States. Economic Information Bulletin #11. US Department of Agriculture,
Economic Research Service.
8. Thurs., Sept. 19 - The Promise of GE
McGovern, George. 2001. "A strategy to defeat world hunger.” Pp. 19-45 in The Third Freedom:
Ending Hunger in Our Time. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.
Paarlberg, Robert L. 2006. "Let them eat precaution: Why GM crops are being overregulated in the
developing world.” PP. 92-110 in Let Them Eat Precaution: How Politics is Undermining the Genetic
Revolution in Agriculture, edited by Jon Entine.
Supplemental:
Bennett, Alan B., Cecilia Chi-Ham, Geoffrey Barrows, Steven Sexton, and David Zilberman. 2013
(forthcoming). "Agricultural Biotechnology: Economics, Environment, Ethics, and the Future.” Annual
Review o f Environment and Resources 38:19.1-19.31
9. Tues., Sept. 24 - TBA.
10. Thurs., Sept. 26 - Work Session in Class.
11. Tues., Oct. 1 - ESSAY #1 DUE.

PART TWO: FOOD SYSTEM TRANSFORMATION
12. Thurs., Oct. 3 - No class scheduled due to Big Timber trip. Please read this chapter, however!
Allen, Patricia. 2004. "Perspectives of alternative agrifood movements.” Pp. 21-49 in Together at the
Table: Sustainability and Sustenance in the American Agrifood System. University Park: The
Pennsylvania State University Press.
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13. Tues., Oct. 8 - Theoretical Utensils: Part One
Berry, Wendell. 1990. The pleasures of eating. What are People For? Retrieved August 25, 2012 at:
http://www.ecoliteracv.org/essays/pleasures-eating
Kloppenburg, Jack R., Jr., John Hendrickson, and G.W. Stevenson. 1996. "Coming in to the foodshed.”
Agriculture andFfuman Values 13(3): 33- 41.
Fairbaim, Madelein. 2010. "Framing resistence: International food regimes and the roots of food
sovereignty.” Pp. 15-32 in Food Sovereignty: Reconnecting hood, Nature and Community, edited by
Hannah Wittman, Annette Aurelie Desmarais, and Nettie Wiebe. Oakland: Food First Books.
Supplemental:
Holt-Gimenez, Eric. 2010. "Food security, food justice, or food sovereignty.” Food First Backgrounder
Vol. 16. No. 4. Institute for Food and Development Policy. Retreived at: www.foodfirst.org
14. Thurs., Oct. 10 - Theoretical Utensils: Part Two
Hassanein, Neva. 2003. "Practicing food democracy: A pragmatic politics of transformation.” Journal
o f Rural Studies 19:77-86.
Hassanein, Neva. 2008. "Locating food democracy: Theoretical and practical ingredients.” Journal o f
Hunger and Environmental Nutrition 3(2-3): 286-308.
Renting, Henk, Markus Schermer, and Adanella Rossi. 2012. "Building food democracy: Exploring
civic food networks and newly emerging forms of food citizenship.” International Journal o f Sociology
o f Agriculture and Food 19(3): 289-307.
15. Tues., Oct. 15 - Strategies for Moving towards Ecological Agriculture
Masumoto, David Mas. 1999. "Learning to fail.” Pp. 191-200 in A t Home on the Earth: Becoming
Native to Our Place, A Multicultural Reader, edited by David Landis Barnhill. Berkeley: UC Press.
Magdoff, Fred. 2007. "Ecological agriculture: Principles, practices, and constraints.” Renewable
Agriculture and Food Systems 22(2): 109-117.
Western, Sam. 2005. "A new green revolution: In Montana's dying farm country, 'vanguard
agriculture' puts people back on the land.” High Country News 37(24): 8- 13, 19
Haynes, George. 2011. "More Montana farmers are venturing toward the organic marketplace.”
Montana Business Quarterly 49(2): 10-14.
16. Thurs., Oct. 17 - Home on the Range
Sayre, N. F., L. Carlisle, L. Huntsinger, G. Fisher, and A. Shattuck. 2012. "The role of rangelands in
diversified farming systems: Innovations, obstacles, and opportunities in the USA.” Ecology and Society
17(4): 43. http://dx.doi.org/10.5751/ES-04790-170443.
Cohen, Betsy. 2009. "Raised on grass: Adapting to cattle markets, caring for Blackfoot Valley sustains
generations of Mannix family.” Missoulian. September 13.
Ogbum, Stephanie Paige. 2011. Cattlemen struggle against giant meatpackers and economic squeezes.
High Country News March 21. Pdf is available on Moodle. Or go to this link and check out the photos
and full story: http://www.hcn.org/issues/43.5/cattlemen-struggle-against-giant-meatpackers-andeconomic-squeezes/article view?b start:int=l&-C
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17. Tues., Oct. 22 - Coming into Our Foodshed
To be announced.
18. Thurs., Oct. 24 - Guest lecture by Wenonah Hauter, Executive Director of Food and Water
Watch and author of Foodopoly
Oct 25-27: AERO Annual Meeting in Hamilton. All of you are invited to attend. EVST will provide
transportation and hopefully cover some or all of your costs. More information to come!
19. Tues., Oct. 29 - TBD
20. Thurs., Oct. 31 - The Politics of Food Safety
Delind, Laura and Philip Howard. 2008. “Safe at any scale? Food scares, food regulation, and scaled
alternatives.” Agriculture and Human Values 25:301- 317.
Hassanein, Neva. 2011. “Matters of scale and the politics of the Food Safety Modernization Act.”
AFHVS Presidential Address, presented at the 2011 Annual meeting of the Agriculture Food, and Human
Values Society. Agriculture and Human Values 28: 577-581.
21. Tues., Nov. 5 - Challenging the “Local”
Born, Branden and Mark Purcell. 2006. “Avoiding the local trap: Scale and food systems in planning
research.” Journal o f Planning Education and Research 26:195-207.
Allen, Patricia. 2010. “Realizing justice in local food systems.” Cambridge Journal o f Regions,
Economy, and Society 3:295-308.
22. Thurs., Nov. 7 - TBD
23. Tues., Nov. 12 - Work session
25. Thurs., Nov. 14 - ESSAY #2 DUE
26. Tues., Nov. 1 9 -T B D
27. Thurs., Nov. 21 - PRESENTATIONS
28. Tues., Nov. 26 - PRESENTATIONS
Nov. 27 - Dec. 1 Thanksgiving break
30. Tues. Dec. 3 - PRESENTATIONS
31. Thurs., Dec. 5 - PRESENTATIONS
Tues., Dec. 10 Final Exam Period at 3:20-5:20. FINAL TERM PAPERS DUE.
Note: If it works for everyone, we will probably select another time to meet and have a final
gathering/potluck and reflection on the course.
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